DALLAS, TEXAS

MAY, 1968

LOSES FIGHT

S8ilver Annlversary Reunion in Dallas 1n

On January 22, 19€8, Charlie Davis lost his
greatest battle when he passed away follow-
ing a year bout with cancer. Thus, in this
25th year sinece the organization of the
780th we come to the end of the eareer of
the one man who made the squadron mere than
Just a brief episode in our lives., For it
was through his single handed efforts that

August, we must remember that 1t just would-
not be happening if it hadn't been for
Charlie and his tremendous dedieatlon to

the 780th.

What can one say to express the fond feel-
ings we all had for Charlie and for the

great vold that his passing wlll make iIn
our organization and 1ln our personal lives.
Possibly the third paragraph of the com-
mendation which was presented to Charlie

at the last convention expresses 1f as well
now as 1t did then and is quoted below:

the 780th Squadron Association was official-
%y born in Chicago in 1963, and has continued
o date.

No one will ever know the countless hours

of time that Charlie spent in locating,
contacting and bringing together the members
of the 780th. Suffice it to say that he
worked constantly since 1945 in bringing the
organization togéther formally and physical-
ly. During this period he had literally
written thousands ef letters in his efforts
for a 780th organization ané for his own
personal pleasure In keeping track of his
many friends and buddies which served with
him in W.W. II. .

"WHEREAS, we here in Meeting in
Chicago in August of 1963 can no
longer restrain this urge to sal-
ute this man among men for so

many fine resasons, not-the least
of which has been his unretiring
tenaclousness, his inspiring will
to get the job done, his determlin-
atlon to succeed in spite of all
obstacles, his kind and &incere
treatment of others around hinm,
his willingness to tackle the blg-
gest, the toughest assignment and
vet refleet the splrit of real joy
of accomplishment, hilis constant un-
derstanding of man and what motiv-
ates him to want to do the job
better.

“Charllie did so many things for all of us
over the years that 1t would take volumes

to try fo enmumerate even half of them., How-
ever, the two most important events have to
be mentioned here. Hls single handed pub-
ilication of the beautifuli Squadron History
was a grealt undertaking which will he enjoy-
ed by ail of uvs for years to come, After
all, you never see a gathering of 780%h
members wlthout seeing a Squadron History
book in evidence. All of us will naturally
think of Charlie everytime we pick up the
volume.

It is for these and s¢ many more
reasons that we, the undersigned;
wish to show by our own hand our
unlimited respect and our admira-
tion for our own CHARLTE DAVIS
this 10th day of August, in the
. year of 1963.
BY THE CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE
80th BOMB BSQUADRON ASSOCIATICON.
79 Signature followed)."

Charlie's planning for a National Orgariza-
tion with the first convention in Chicago
in 1963 will remain in our memories always,
Although, it. was the boys in Chicago who
put on the reunion, it was Charlie who put
together the Idea and promoted 1%. There-
for, as we look. forward Lo the coming.




THUMB NAIL SKETCH-

. by @éne Koscinskl

At a recent get together here.ln our
smog filled city of LA, it was suggested.we
write some- kind of thumbnail sketch of our-
selves. - _
Firs’c of all let me relate to you my
enthusiasm over our get together. Mr. Wall-
ace, our: generous host wWent to extremes to
‘render us a'truly posh evening The en--
tire. evening bubbled over with fine food,
drinks and. lots. .of ofher goodies.. but most
of all we snjoyed an evening of warm, in-
teresting conversations wheie we once again
cemented our relationship together. I tell
you we have a wonderful and friendly group.
They say there is nothing that creates
comaraderie as that which comes from men who
have been together in some war. Here was
living proof of it.

At any rate as for myself, T was a _
hombardlier of Lt. Siglies Crew. Our co-pllot
was John Serplco and we now live only about
a mile away from each other and have been
post war buddies for many years. I alsc live
near and associate with a few other fellows
‘with whom I went through cadet training.
Like so many veterans, I was undeclded about
the future so I bashed about the beaches of
Californla and Florlida about 3 years., This
period of time was Intersperced wlth some
college attendance, I lster worked in a
bank for about 5 years as a credit adjuster
which is a faney name for a bill collector.
It was Interesting and enllightening and in
a way profitable since it was fthere that I
met the woman who i3 now my wife, After five
years at the bank I deecided to go agaln to
college. Slnce I was alteady majoring in
"nothing" my counselor suggested that I get
on the ball and become something or to put
it more clearly, to learn a trade. Well it
seemed rather apparent to me that since I
was having trouble finding a Job as a bomb-
ardier that I had better get into a line
for which there was a greater demand. A
friend suggested I go into the hairdressing
business on Thursday and by Friday I was
enrolled and practicing in a beauty ¢ollege.
I have been in the business ever since - 14
véars - and I enjoy it and all the fun with
the wowen. I like 1t because it doesn't
welght tod heavily on my mind.

We live here in Woodland Hills, Calif.
Just outside of LA and very close to the
beach, by standards of measurment in the
freeway filled city. I really like Calif.
and am glad my eye caught this place when
T was unloaded in downtown LA on my way to
pre-flight scheol in Santa Ana,

Do ‘any of you ever vislt or think about
the places where you were stationed? We
often go through .some pof the places and it's
kind of sad reflecting back at the times
spent there., If all seems like another time
and another world. Hard to believe 1f fook
place, .
We have 3 children 4 8 and 11.

Hope to see & large group in Dallas
and I'm sure that the Eastern fellows will
carry the ball onece again. They did a good
Job turning up in SF what with the strike
EECasss '

§ WHAT'S HAPPENED TN McCOOK?

by Len Stelmach
Naturally it has changed quite a blt, moved

shead and 16 now a very prosperous, little (”\
eity. The pepulation has increased consid- “_~
erably, ' They brought in a factory which

began operation in July 1966 and will employ
around 300 people. 4&s Tor as ‘pur old. Army
Air Base, the government made a job eorp
camp out of it. They have about 200 boys
stationed out there. The government also
built a big dam about 5 miles north of .the
alr base. It really is a huge dam, and 1s
an ideal lake for fishing, boating, and
recreation grounds. My wife and I moved
back to MeCook about 15 years ago and we
think it is the only place to live and raise

‘a family.

WE WELCOME FROM OUR UNKNOWN LIST THE FOLLOW-
ING ACTIVE AND DUES PAYING MEMBER

Tate, Robert L. .
2221 E. Cardinal Dr,
Indlanapolis, Ind. 46227

CHANGE OF ADDRESSES:

.Beak, Richard S.
4462 Cherry Valley Turnpike
LaFayette, N.Y. 13084

Beyrer, J. Benj.

Univ. of Comnecticut .
School of Soeial Work
Greater HaTtford Campus
West Hartford, Conn. 06117

Col. Olen C. Cook 38785-4
Rt. 62365'Crossfield Rd.
Sumter, 3. C.

Dibb, Earl R. N
12907 DeHaven Ave.
Sylmar, Calif. g1342

Farek, Marvin J.
4029 Kevin Dr.
Corpus Christi, Texas 78413 .

Freed, Max
1345]- Riverslde Dr.
Sherman Oaks, Calif,

Harris, W.C.0., Jr.
2812 N, Main St.
Ft. Worth, Texas 76106

Larsen, Stuart D.
24 Drummond Lane
New Canaan, Conn. 06840

Miers, Harold W. .
L70 N, Windsor Ave, _
Brightwater, N. Y. 11718

Saporita, Carl
28 Seneca Ave.
San Fransicso, Calif. aliie

Steinkerchner, Arthur B.
827 E. Michlgan
Marshall, Mich. 49068

)

Swanson, Monroe H.
11147 S. Michigan
Chicago, T11.

'HIMES, LUTHER R., JR.
E., Pipeline Road
Hurst, Texas

ANOTHER MEMBER LOCATED:

Priddy, John
Box 02
~Buchanan Dam, Texas

THANKS

To those who took the time to write
material for this newsletter and the reg-
jonal get-togethers. We need more of this .

type of item, so please keep them coming.
Also, please send piletures in black and
white only as the color shots will not re-
produce well in offset.




Above pletured are those whe attended the meeting in Los Angeles November, 1967.

‘Left to right:

_Middle Row -
C Al Ettlin, Max PFreed
Bottom Row -

Hanselman, Bob Bleier

WALLACE FURNISHES A NIGHT TQ REMEMBER IN L.A.

by Bernle Begzinover
A most memorable evening was enjoyed
by & eontingent from the Westérn Region on
Saturday night, November 4, 1967, at the
suggestlon of Charlie Davis (who else?) and

"through the efforts of Bud Line and myself

and a goed right arm, my wife (Molly). The
major credit, however, goes to one of our
buddies,'Fristoe'wallace and his lovely wife,

‘Bette, who were our most genial and generous

hosts for the evening. Fristoe happens to
be the General Mgnager of the Sheraton Wil-
shire Motor Inn, one of the niecer hotels in
Los Angeles, Fristoe had a suite of rooms
set up as a eoektall lounge and also for
delectable hes d'ourves such as oysters on
the Ralf shell, ete. We then adjourned to
another suite for dinner whlch was sumptuous.
It was a meal fit for a king and the entire
tab was picked up by him,

Charlie Pavis, our guest of honor, made
the evening perfect by flying down from
San Franciseco fo Join us. Charlie made a
presentation of a Sguadron Book te Fristoe,
It seems that he made contaet with a print-
ing company that reproduced our squadron
book and a beautiful Job they d4id.

There were twenty-five of us présent
and this truly was a night to be remembered.

Top Row - Fristoe Wallace, Gene Koscinskil, Farl Francis, Bud Line
Lee Englehern, Rolland Cohen, Ralph De3antis, Howard Willlams

Bernie Bezinover, Sal Rodriquez, Charlie Davis, Orlo Wilecox, Jim

LETTER FROM COL, OLEN €. COCK

"Thank you very much for the 780th News
Issue #1. Due to the coptlnued fine efforts
of men like Charilie Davis, you, etal, the
winning spirit prevails and grows.. A Few
brush fires and some smoke; however, with
ymr-permission I*1l be in Dallas en 2,3,
and: 4 August '68.

‘ -With best regards to all
" Qlen C. Cook"

We have wslted 25 years %o be gble to
grant you permission. PERMISSION GRANTED,
COLONEL. See you in August.

" among other things.

REGIONAL GET TCOGETHER HELD IN S,F.
by Mrs. James Corry

Sixteen members of the ZBOth Squadren
gsat down to a fine regional "@Get together"
on Saturday evening, QOctober 28, 1967 in
the beautiful dinlng room of the Jack Tar
Hotel, the scene of the last National Reunlon

After a pleasant cocktall hour and a
lovely dimner, we adjourned to a small meet-
ing room to discuss plans for 1968 in Dallas
Plane information,
speclal rates and how o get them within
the time limlts set up by the alrlines was
fully covered. The following weekend get
together in Los Angles was brougltup.and
the hope expressed some of us would fly
down and represent the "North" (Bob and
Charlie actually did we hear - good for
them).

Chariie also exhlibited a sample of
"Phe Book" showing the new process which
makes coping Jjust about perfect - partieul-
arly pletures which up to now have been
outllines only, and not very gcod ones.

In attendance were: Bob Bleler, Mr,
and Mrs. James Corry, Mr and Mrs. Frank -
Dodd, Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Fallentine, Mr.
and Mrs. John McWherter, Mr. and Mrs, Carl
Saparito, Mr. and Mrs, Mareellus Stromgberg,

Mr, and Mre, Charlie Davis and Carol.
ED. Note: Seorry no good r6producible pix
from S.F. meeting. ‘

DID YOH’RECOGKIZE YOUR BUDDIES AFTER TWO
B = DRECADES22227

Remember a freg registration for the 1968 -
reunion in Dallas was te be given fto the -
one who ‘eould identify the most of  your old :
sgdn, buddles, When HOBART PAIGE of Brattle-
boreo, Vi, arrives 1n Dallas hls bonus prize
plus his registration will be walting for
him. Hoble had 25 names correct.




" SILVER ANNNERSARY REUNION
BAKER HOTEL - DALL AS

REGISTRATION FEES: ‘
Men $17.00 Women $13.00

No charge for children, however, if they
attend a luncheon or banquet they must have
a tlcket.. These tickets may be purchased
at ‘$4,00 for luncheon or $6.00 for bangquet.

BUS_TQUR OF CITY |
The bus leaves the hotel at 2 P.M, and re-

turns at .4 P.M. Cost: $2.,50 each (child-
ren under school age free).

STX FLAGS OVER TEXAS:

A Six Flags visit will be like golng to a
small Disneyland. A 115 acre wonderXand -
the Southwést's most unusual and popular
recreatichal adventure. Over 75 thrilling
rldes,. unique attractions and lively shows.
Codt: $#.50 adults; $3.50 children. (under
12) --- This cost includes free main gate’
admission and all the more than 75 rldes,
attractions and shows. This is great - the
children may ride the rides as many times
as they wish and who knows we adults might
do the game.

" REUNION HEADQUARTERS:
The BAKER HOTEL 1In the heart of downtown
Dallas will be your headguarters. The hotel
offers execellent food in their dining mm asd
you will be most welcome by the entive staff,
Room Prices:

Single 10.00 to $16,00
"Double 13.00 to $1G.00
Twin 15.50 to $19.00

Free parking & children under 12 free. .

LADIES - LET'S GO SHOPPING ETC.

Want to wilsit Nelman-Marcus now 1s your
change. We plan on having a duteh treat
luncheon in Neliman's beautiful Zodiac Room
at a cost of $2.95 plus tip. You willl be
able to shop before and after lunch. There
are several other beautiful stores close
and everyone will be able to find something
to thelr llking. Be sure to wear comfort-
able shoes for walking.

AUGUST 1-4,1968

" THIS IS
BIG"D"

e

memorable one.
PLAN NOW TO BE IN DALLAS AUGUST_2,3,4
for the SILVER ANNIVERSARY OF THE 780th.

—_—

REUNION SCHEDULE
Thursday - #ugust 1, 1968
7:00-9:00 PM - Early Bird Reglstration
friday - August 2, 1968
8:30 AM-Noon - Registration
12:20 P.M. - Luncheon (inecl. in Registra-
tion) .
2:00 PM. - Vislt wilth Friends :
: ‘Bus TPour of (ity (Duteh Treat)
4:00-10:00 PM - Six Flags over Texas {Dutch
' Treat '
Evening on Town with buddies
{Duteh Treat) - S
Saturday - August 2, 1968 o
G:00 A.M, - Men's Buslness Session
10:C0 A.M. =~ - Women Shop Downtown .
12330 P.M. - Men's ILuncheon (incl. in
: Registration) '
12:30 P.M, ~ Women Luncheon & Styleshow
(Duteh Treat) -
3130 PM, - Beer Bust - Courteous of O
o : Pittsburg Plate Glass. R
T7:00 P, M, - Cocktall Party - No Host
T:45 P.M. - Banquet {inel. in Registra-
tion)
Following Banguet - "Cld
Fashlon Sing Song & Scclal
. Hour) : :
Sunday - August 4, 1968
On your own to see c¢lty, viesit with old
friends. Hope you had a good time and
will come back again.
e ——————— o TR
LET!'S TALK REUNION.
’ by Wanda Dannelly
Let's talk reunion and that 1s exactly
what we did at a recent meeting in the home
of Rosser Dannelly wlth Mr., & Mrs. Jack Moore,
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Minnick and Mr. & Mrs. Chas.
Dodge in attendance., Needless to say, before
discussing the forth coming reunion, we had
to vislt and renew o0ld friendships.
There are many plans in the making, but
-here are Just a few: DBus tour of the City;
Beer Bust - Courteocus of Pittsburg Plate
Glass: A visit to Six Flags Over Texas {Cur
Disneyland); 014 Fashion Sing Song. There-
will be ample time to visit with buddies.
We here in Dallas are planrnlng on seeing-
each of you here this summer and will try fo . —
make your stay in Big "DY a pleasant and (=



£

/T LETTER FROM ED TROTT

l
H
I
1

ted July 15, 1966

"Sinee we corresponded last, I have .
received a contrast as Head Jossh, Rifie
(Smalibore) at the Naval Academy, in addit-
ion to other dutles; our former head eoaish
having gone by the deep six in Mareh.

We had a very suceessful seascn in rifle
last year. My freshman team now holds 2
national champlonships, alse a second place
in the freshman postal rifle matches, ¥e
setdseveral new gzllery and individual re-
cords,

Ny varsity squad took a second place
in the Eastern Divisieon Intercollegiate
Postal Matches and turned around to win
National Champlonship honors lan the National
Interecllegiate Postals (Conventional) with
a very fine score of 1450 (five man team),
Of eourse, Army beat the Hell out of us, as
did West Virginia Unilv, the #%"7%#8%&* so
and sos,

I have been on leave for the past two
weeks frying to take up the slack on some
work around home and my garden but it has
been too het to werk, Wew how about getting
me orders for a week of rest and rejuvina-
tien at the Camnes recreatlion area, with
full pay and allowances of courszse?

: Best of luck fo all hands. Have a
double for me.

Have an unanimous vobte for the next
convention on the East Coast.”

- most interesting of mpilife.

Ratkevish - GontTd

It is nnfortanate for me that the tim-.
inz of the reunion is exaetly one Jonth
later, but T may still make it .sinte my
reporting date to the Pentugcn 18 net until
25 hagust. . .

‘ Thie paat year'hsn been one of the
“Tt kRas been
an awfully teugh year with 12-te 16 hour
work-days and a 7 days a week schedule but
I'm satiafied that it was all necessary.

T have beesn the B-52 Targeting Offiser for
General Westmoreland and, as you have read
in the papers; we have been very busy,”

LETTER FROM J, W, WYLIE, JR, _
T just malled Ed my dues, 22 years is

'a long time to be AWOL, deeided I had betger

get ‘back in the family.
My intentlons was good in 63 and 66 but
I Just couldn't make it. When the Sq. was

-in 83,F., I was in New York, but come hell

or high water I plan to be in Dallas.

The 780th News sald the Sg. was Activat-
ed in Alamogordo, N.M. That was on papesr:
only, I was one of the first 10 men that
Col. Cook picked up and I was in Tuscon,
Arizona. I remember the deal because I
ranked Chester Brozek and he tried fto put
me on K.P. )

The wélcome mat is out any time you and
the famlly are down thls way. We live In
the new additlon in Frankston."

"plant.

LETTER FRON W.0D.HARRIS

. ted Pec. 27, 1966

For the past twe years I was president
of the Tarrant County Chapter of the Texas
Meblle Home and Travel Traitler Assoclation.
Cur Chapter grew from 53 members te 135 dur-
ing thls perlod and gave me almoat anether
full time Job, I teok offiee at & time when
there was guite a bit of frietion in the
state organlzation and our chapter with the
help of the Pallas Chapter deeided te do
something about it, The Pallas Chapter is
sbout 60 streng. With a little help from
2 small ehapters we elected a whele new
slate of officers for the state at Conventa
ion. There are 13 chapters in the state
but only abewt 500 mewbers overall. BEach
5 members glves a chapter s delegate at the
state comnvention, :

Our conventien this year was at the
same time as the sguadren reunion I'm sorry
to say and we hed to go baek to San Antonio
in strength to aee that they didn't run the
c1d bunch back into office. The S.A. Chap-
ter has run the ssate untll 1965 since the
assoclation was formed about 20 years 8O, .
" Beptember 1, 1966 I leased a new locati
icn for my business and have been trying to -
.consolidate my retall let and manufacturing
This has been one blg Jeb and we
s$£111 aren't finished. @Good help has been
80 hard to get that can be afforded.
I believe ocur dues are #3.00 aren't

Enclesed find eheek in this amount. -

We look forward te beling with the gang
in '68 at Dallas. :

they.

| LETTER FROM EDWARD RATKOVICH, COLONEL YUSAF

Pated June 20, 1966

"As you can see I'm still in the service
very much so here in Vietnam. However, T
rotate to the atates 1n about ten days.

My famlly will meet me 1in S.F. and we

-plan on staying in the area for a few days
. before driving a rented car to Los Angéles

arid points east. I have asked for guest
quarters at Hamilton AEB

 PECEASED SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER -
July 25, 1967
Jan._22,'1968. ,
May 1, 3:,967'5..

LLOYD N, CLARKE -
CHARLIE DAVIS Co-
R R. MARKLEY, JR. -

IMPORTANT REUNION FORM

Please complete and return to:

Rosser Dannelly, 5851 McCommas St., Dallas, Texas;

75206 in order that we may make the necessary preplanning arrangements for the

Abgust Reunlon. XNOTE:

This 1z not a flrm reservablion a8 we will send another

mailer at the end of June whieh will have the necessary registrations forma attachw
ed. We do need your help in gettlng the form below returned for.this Is the only
‘way that we can antleipate the number wno will be attendiﬂg. ) ,

Lut along 1ine

- m m am m e m m = e o e o = o e

—-——-—-—-—_-——.—.._...‘...__

Return to: Rosser Dannelly, 5851 McCommas St., Dallas, Téxas 75206_
Name Rb. Attending;_
“Wife's Name ~Ghi_1dre_n Name
* Address ‘

Date of Arrival

Will Attend Reunion in August,‘1968

Mode:"of Travel —_

w111 atay -at the Bonventien Hotel - L






