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781st Bomb Squadron 2014 Reunion

DESCENDS ON
DOVER, DELAWARE



GOOD NEWS:  At the Business 
Meeting of the Reunion in Dover, DE, 
the membership voted to bestow a Life 
Membership upon all 781st Veterans. 

Life Membership

Korean War Navy Submarine veterans. 
They included Carole and me on Veterans 
Day as their guests. We rode in a Duck 
(WWII version) for the parade and joined 
them at their Banquet where we enjoyed 
the food and the Yankee Gift Exchange.

Branson goes all out to honor veterans 
and especially on Veterans Day. If you 
have never been there put it on your 
‘bucket list’. You’ll have a great time.

 — Orren Lee

There are many veterans groups that meet 
annually for Veterans Day in Branson, 
MO. The Sea Poachers is one. They are 

A Ford Airplane - Amazing! This was 6 
months BEFORE Pearl Harbor! Henry 
Ford was determined that he could mass 

We are looking for a copy of 781st Bomb 
Squadron History book. If you have a 
copy you can spare, please let us know.  
There has been a request to provide 

the book in digital form. In order to 
accomplish this, we need a copy.  Contact 
one of the Board members if you have 
one we could purchase.

The next Bomb Squadron Reunion will 
combine with the WWII Joint Bomb 
Group Reunion held in Kansas City, 
Missouri on September 24-27, 2015 to be 
held at the Hilton Kansas City Airport.

Website for 2015 Reunion:
http://www.gordons.ws/reunion2015

produce bombers just as he had done 
with cars, so he built the Willow Run 
assembly plant in Michigan and proved 
it. It was the world’s largest building 
under one roof at the time. This film will 
absolutely blow you away - one B-24 
every 55 minutes . . . and Ford had their 
own pilots to test them.
 
Adolf Hitler had no idea the U.S. was 
capable of this kind of thing.
— Submitted by Wilton E. Carter, Jr 

President’s Letter

Ford & B-24 Video

Request for 781st History Book

2015 Reunion

http://www.youtube.com/embed/iKlt6rNciTo?rel=0
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781st BOMB SQUADRON (H)

Part of the 465th Bomb Gp. 15th AF
Italy 1944-1945

Flew 191 Missions over Southern Europe 
dropping thousands of tons of death and 
destruction to the enemy. Shot down 25 

enemy aircraft. Received two Presidential 
Unit Citations in Seven Battle Campaigns.
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com/781stBombSquadron



Charles “Bubba” Braud
Charles Braud, Jr

James Braud
Tom Braud

Ray Cauble
Patrick & Phillis Krech

George Hausold
Veni Hausold

Glenn Hausold

Orren Lee
Carole Lee

Roxanne and Roland Richle
Don Munce

Audrey and Jamie Munce
Jason Wieczorek 

Roland “Ron” Soucy
Gregory Soucy

Lt Col Richard and Gail Mader
John and Madelline Mader

(Harry Smith - Not in attendance)
Phyllis & Patrick Hegler

Barbara & Donnie Shumpert
Georgia & Lance McKinnon

David, Daniel, Desiree,
& Damian McKinnon

(Walter Sutton - Not in attendance)
Denny and Kathy Sutton

Curtis Sutton

(Albert LeBlanc - FW)
Ronald Horne

Debora and Matthew Long

(Barney Russell II - FW)
Barney “Bud” & Libby Russell

(Reyer Swan - FW) 
Diane & Robert Misinkiewiezj

 (Frank Wassenaar - FW) 
Dottie Wassenaar
Kurt Wassenaar

(Kennard R. Wiggins, Sr. - FW) 
Kennard & Liz Wiggins

Special Guests
Col. Raymond and Maureen Kozak

Attendance at
781st Bomb Squadron

2014 Reunion

781st Bomb Squadron Association Business Meeting
October 4, 2014 – 9:00 AM • Hilton Garden Inn, Dover, DE

Minutes from Business Meeting:
President Orren Lee called the meeting to 
order. The Pledge of Allegiance was given 
followed by singing “My Country ‘Tis of 
Thee.” Don Munce gave the invocation.

A motion was made by Don Munce 
and seconded by Bud Russell to accept 
the 2013 Business Meeting Minutes 
as published in the December 2013 
PANTANELLA NEWS. The group 
approved the minutes.

Carole Lee gave the Treasurer’s Report. It 
will be presented for audit.

Carole Lee announced that a 
commemorative brick was purchased on 
behalf of the 781st to be displayed at the 
World War II Museum in New Orleans. 
This purchase was approved by the 
Executive Committee via email, as this 
decision needed to be made before the 
Business Meeting.

Don Munce presented two options 
to consider for the future of the 781st 
Reunions – either securing the services 
of an event planner, or joining in with the 
other Bomb Groups Reunions. Carole 
Lee has been in contact with the 451st 
Bomb Group, and the 781st has been 
invited to join in with their 2015 reunion 
planned in Kansas City, MO in the fall. 
Jim Braud made the motion to accept 
their invitation with George Haushold 
seconding the motion. The group 
approved the motion.

Greg Soucy of the nominating committee 
nominated Ken Wiggins to replace 
Earl Leinart as Vice President of the 
Association. Currently, the Chaplin 
position is open. Greg Soucy nominated 
himself as a new board member. The 

current President, Secretary and 
Treasurer were nominated to continue 
as officers for the 2015 year. There were 
no nominations from the floor and 
President Lee requested the Secretary to 
cast the unanimous vote.

Libby Russell proposed that permanent 
name tags be offered for future reunions. 
She will have a prototype made and a 
picture of this prepared for the next 
newsletter.

Tom Braud asked that a request be put 
into the next newsletter for extra copies 
of the History book. A suggestion has 
been made that the book be digitized 
and made available to members.
 
Greg Soucy presented a 781st patch that 
has been designed. A prototype will be 
created and information about ordering 
will be in a future issue of the newsletter.

Jim Braud made the suggestion and 
motion that all remaining veterans 
become lifetime members of the 
association. Don Munce seconded the 
motion. The motion carried.

Carole Lee gave the report on the 781st 
Bomb Squadron Endowment Fund, and 
noted that the Strategic Air and Space 
Museum sent a letter of thanks for the 
support from the 781st over the years. 
She suggested that we allow the Museum 
to use the current funds for scholarships 
instead of only using the interest. Bud 
Russel made the motion to approve this 
request, and Barbara Shumpert seconded 
the motion. The motion carried.

President Orren Lee adjourned the 
meeting. 

Georgia McKinnon, Acting Secretary
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Dover, Delaware
IN PICTURESReunion 2014

Memorial Service at Base Chapel
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The Missing Shoes Returned

A 70-year-old debt was repaid 
during the presentation at the 
final banquet. Back in 1944, 
George Hausold borrowed Ray 
Cauble’s boots before leaving on 
a mission.  George didn’t have 
the opportunity to return them, 

since their plane was shot down 
and he became a POW.  Now, 
Ray has a new pair of boots, 
though this pair might not be as 
comfortable as the first.  Enjoy 
your boots, Ray!

A Story of Closure Between Friends
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WWII Bomber
Squadron Reunites

This article appeared In the Delaware State News during this year’s
reunion. The article is also posted  on the following website:

http://delaware.newszap.com/centraldelaware/135576-70/wwii-bomber-squadron-reunites

Charles “Bubba” Braud 
of Thibodaux, LA, 90, 
was the youngest of the 
781st Bombardment 
Squadron in attendance 
at Friday’s reunion. 
(Delaware State News/
Dave Chambers)

By Ashton Brown Delaware State News

DOVER — For the surviving members 
of the 781st Bombardment Squadron it 
meant one more roll call among their 
dwindling ranks.

Almost 70 years after their service in 
World War II, five squadron members 
were able to attend, accompanied by fam-
ily, friends and the descendants of fellow 
airmen.

They gathered this week for a three-day 
reunion at Dover Air Force Base.

“We started doing reunions every other 
year about 30 years ago, but have recently 
started doing every year since we are all 
getting pretty up there in age,” said Orren 
Lee, president of the 781st Bomb Squad-
ron Association from Sioux Falls, S.D., 
who is approaching his 91st birthday.

Mr. Lee said the squadron reunions 
started by chance after two comrades met 
after the war. They came up with the idea 
to get the guys all back together.

“We’ve done reunions all over the country 
because we come from all over, so we’ve 

been to New Orleans, Rapid City, Colo-
rado Springs, Charleston, Tampa, Tuscon 
and a lot of other places over the years,” 
he said.

Following each year’s reunion, the veterans 
and their family members hold a business 
meeting to decide where the next year’s 
reunion should take place.

“I volunteered Dover for the reunion loca-
tion because I’m from here and wanted 
everyone to see it,” said Ken Wiggins, 
whose father was a member of the group 
before his passing. “I started going to the 
reunions regularly in 2008 and since, these 
people have become like family to me.”

The decision about next year’s location will 
be made Sunday. Mr. Lee said he expects it 
will be a location on the East Coast since 
he is one of the few remaining members 
living out West.

He also said the squadron makes a 
quarterly newsletter to send out to all its 
remaining members and their families. 
They total nearly 100 and are spread out 
across the country and even the world. 
That makes it difficult to stay in touch.

“The newsletters keep us all informed 
about each others’ lives and those of the 
children and grandchildren of our mem-
bers that have passed,” Mr. Lee said. “It’s 
the families that contribute memories they 
have of their family member that was in 
the squadron or about what’s going on in 
their own lives.”

Mr. Wiggins said that over the three-day 
reunion, attendees visited Bombay Hook 
National Wildlife Refuge, Amish country, 
the Monster Mile, the Air Mobility Com-
mand Museum and the Dover Air Force 
Base chapel where a Service of Remem-
brance was held for squadron members 
who died in combat or since the last 
reunion.

At least 46 members of the squadron died 
in combat and 10 have passed since the 
last reunion.

The five squadron members who attended 
the reunion, all between 89 and 94 years 
old, had the opportunity to share their 
memories of World War II from their 
B-24 flights around Pantanella, Italy, w ith 
members of the Dover High School Junior 
ROTC.

While in Italy the 781st Squadron flew 191 
bombing missions over southern Europe, 
dropping thousands of bombs on the 
Axis enemies. It also shot down 25 enemy 
aircraft and was awarded two Presidential 
Unit Citations and Seven Battle Cam-
paigns.

“I’m already looking forward to next year. 
We have members and family members 
who have gotten really good at coordina-
tion the reunions, so I’m sure it will be 
great,” Mr. Lee said.

Staff writer Ashton Brown can be reached 
at abrown@newszap.comor741-8272. Fol-
low@Ashton Reports on Twitter.

READ ALL ABOUT IT



JOHN FANDREY
(August 11, 1920 - August 11, 2014)

Of St. Paul. Preceded in death by wife 
Edna; brother Paul; sisters Charlotte, Ruth, 
Helen. Beloved father of Alan (Mary), 
Norma (David)Cheesebrow; grandchildren 
Mary (Peter) Kiedrowski, Timothy (Sarah), 
Emily (Lyle) Radloff, Rebecca (Braden) 
Foster, John (Katie); great-grandchildren 
Peter John, Jack, Toivo; sister-in-law 
Katherine; many nieces & nephews. 
Retired long-term employee of City & 
County Employees Credit Union.

DON FLEMING
Donald E., “Don” Fleming, 
age 93 of Wellsville, Kansas, 
passed away August 28, 2013.  
He was born on August 21, 
1920 in Richter, Kansas, the 

son of Thomas H. and Ethelyn G. (Staadt) 
Fleming. Don graduated from from 
Pomona High School with the class of 1937 
and from Kansas State University with a 
Degree in Milling.  He was the owner and 
operator of the Gardner Elevator and after 
retirement did carpentry, flipping houses 
and kept busy with other odd jobs.

Don served in the Army Air Corps during 
World War II from 1943 until October 
1945, attaining the rank of 1st Lieutenant.

JOHN C. HEADER, SR.
94, of Monroeville passed away Thursday 
afternoon July 3, 2014 in the Fisher Titus 
Medical Center, Norwalk following a brief 
illness.

He was born January 30, 1920 in Osceola 
Mills, PA and was a 1938 graduate of 
Milan High School. John served in the US 
Army Air Corps during WWII.  He was 
a left gunner and radio operator on a B24 
airplane.  He survived 35 missions between 
September of 1944 and April of 1945.  He 
was employed as a pipefitter at the Ford 
Motor Company, Sandusky Plant for 27 
years retiring in 1983.  Prior to this he had 
worked at the former New Departure-
Hyatt, Division of General Motors and also 
construction in the Toledo area.  John was a 
member of St. Joseph Catholic Church, The 
American Legion and the UAW Local #1216. 
He is survived by one daughter, Rosalie 

McPherson of Clyde; one son, John C. 
(Mary Jane) Header, Jr. of Arlington, TX; 
six grandchildren, Darren (Meanavy) 
Header, Darryl (Angela) Header, David 
Header, Lisa (Greg) Hill, Scott (Jen) 
Wood and Danny McPherson; two great 
grandchildren, Alexis and Kylee; one son-
in-law Bill Wood of Milan, nieces, nephews 
and other relatives.

He was preceded in death by his wife 
of 53 years, Ruth (Fay) Header in 1995, 
one daughter; Lucinda “Cindy” Wood in 
2005; one son-in-law , Dan McPherson in 
1988; his parents, Edward and Veronica 
(Crajcman) Glogowski; three sisters, 
Sophie Kuhn, Phyllis Krechman and Laurel 
House; one brother, Leo Header.

EARL RAY LEINART
Earl Ray Leinart passed 
away September 20, 2014 at 
the age of 89. Earl was born 
March 3, 1925 in Clinton, 

TN. He was proud to have served his 
country as a Second Lieutenant in the 
781st Bomber Squadron in WWII and 
remained active with his fellow squadron 
members throughout his life. He has 
lived in Omaha since 1967 where he 
became involved in many aspects of the 
community. Earl was an active member 
of the Presbyterian Church of the Cross 
and Rotary Omaha West where he enjoyed 
many special friendships. Earl is survived 
by his son, Steven Leinart, daughter, Stacy 
Millet; eight grandchildren: Alex, Lauren, 
and Jonathon Millet; and Thomas, Annie, 
Katherine, Matthew, and Zachary Leinart; 
and one great-grandchild Halli Millet-
Grafft. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, his twin brother Carl Leinart, first 
wife Joyce Leinart, and second wife Grace 
Riley Leinart. 

My grandfather and my hero, Don Fleming 
passed away on August 28, 2013 in 
Wellsville, Kansas.  He was 93.  His wife of 
71 years – my grandmother, Carol, passed 
away just 18 hours prior on August 27. 

Don graduated from Pomona (KS) High 
School in 1938 and then went on to 
Kansas State University graduating with 
a degree in milling in 1942.  He entered 
the Air Corps at the end of 1942 and was 
eventually assigned as a B-24 navigator 
as part of George Ashley’s crew.  His crew 
was assigned to the 781st and they served 
approximately 6 weeks in Tunis before 
moving to Pantanella in the summer of 
1944.  He flew his 51st mission over an 
aircraft assembly plant on the Danube River 
on August 23, 1944 before returning home.  
He visited Pantanella one final time in 2008 
with his 4 kids and grandson Adam.
 
Grandpa (and grandma) were full of life 
and loved being around their friends and 
family.  The feeling was mutual.  They 
looked forward to picnics (big or small), 
making homemade ice cream, and 
enjoying the company of others.  Grandpa 
was a big teaser and would get a hearty 
laugh when he could pull one over on 
someone.  Not much for rules, he would 
start his grandkids driving at an early age.  
So early, in fact, that I remember driving 
his brand new 1979 Cadillac Eldorado 
down an interstate highway at age 12!  He 
was grinning the whole way.   He loved 
adventure too.  When in his early 70’s he, 
my uncle David, and I snuck out of the 
house one Mother’s Day morning and 
went skydiving.  He didn’t tell grandma 
until we got back but, of course, she knew 
something was up.  He loved our annual 
canoe trips to northern Minnesota with 
family members and usually a straggler or 
two.  One year, when everyone from our 
normal group had to drop out, he and I 
went by ourselves.  He was 81 and spent 
five days in the wilderness hauling a big 
backpack and canoe with his 34 year-old 
grandson.
 
Grandpa – Dad – Don, was always 
there when you needed him and was a 
mentor to us all.  He is survived by his 
4 children, Judy, Tom, Becky & David, 
7 grandchildren, and numerous great-
grandchildren.   Always fun to be around, 
he and grandma are greatly missed.

FOLDED WINGS
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Don Fleming and family, taken at the 781st 
reunion in Independence, MO in 2009. Picture 

with Don are his daughter, Judy Bono, and 
grandsons Mark and Chris Kirk.

TRIBUTE – By Chris Kirk
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