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2016  781ST BOMB SQUADRON REUNION

REUNION
RIDES AGAIN

IN DALLAS



We are home from the 2016 Bomb 
Groups Reunion. The 465th Group had 
an attendance of 48, 7 of them veterans. 
The 781st Bomb Squadron made a great 
showing. We had a total attendance of 26 
with 4 of them veterans. The attendance 
is listed elsewhere in this newsletter. The 
total attendance was around 300. Thank 
you to Ken Wiggins, Ron Horn and Mona 
Hirson for taking some great pictures. 

As I write this I am remembering the 
Vikings/Lions football game Nov. 6th.  
(We should have won!)  I was honored 
to be part of the NFL’s Salute to Service. 
My granddaughter contacted the Vikings 
organization and told them of my service 
in WWII. I received 4 free tickets to the 
game. I am also thankful for my blessings. 
I am blessed by the many friends I have 
made at the Bomb Groups Reunions. I 
am thankful for the democratic process 
that is one of the main foundations of 
our wonderful country. We can look 
forward to the Holiday Season, count our 
blessings and know that we live in a free 
country.  — Orren Lee
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781st BOMB SQUADRON (H)

Part of the 465th Bomb Gp. 15th AF
Italy 1944-1945

Flew 191 Missions over Southern Europe 
dropping thousands of tons of death and 
destruction to the enemy. Shot down 25 

enemy aircraft. Received two Presidential 
Unit Citations in Seven Battle Campaigns.
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Visit Us On Facebook
http://www.facebook.

com/781stBombSquadron

MEMBERSHIP DUES:

THANK YOU

http://465th.org

Save the Date
Next Year’s Reunion

Dues are $10.00 per year. The last time you paid dues is recorded on your
Newsletter label. Remit to 781st Bomb Squadron Association and mail to:

Carole Lee, Squadron Treasurer, 4700 S. Cliff Ave. #308, Sioux Falls, SD 57103 

Donations were received from Greg Soucy ($100) and Terri Tiehen ($50).

We have a webmaster working on the 465th Bomb Group. He is just getting started 
and is asking for our input. He is working on getting a roster of the squadrons. If 

you have names not listed let him know. We owe much to Hughes Glantzberg of the 
461st for donating his time as webmaster for a 465th website. 

Next Year’s Bomb Squadron Reunion will be held 
in New Orleans, LA on September 14-17, 2017. 
The reunion’s itinerary should be finalized soon.



Helen Leqve
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Rosie the 
Riveter:
‘I want people 
to know’ the 
history
JOHN WEISS
ROCHESTER (MINN) POST-BULLETIN

Kasson, Minn. – Helen Leqve sat primly 
on the small table, her instructional mate-
rials in front of her, as she prepared to tell 
10 friends and neighbors how she helped 
win World War II.

Leqve is eager to give that talk again and 
again because she believes so few know 
what she, and thousands of women, did 
to help defeat the Axis Powers. She was 
one of the women who replaced men, 
gone to combat roles, to build thousands 
of airplanes. They became known, thanks 
to a famed Norman Rockwell poster, as 
Rosie the Riveters.

She is proud of that nickname and her 
work. “Yes, I am, I really am,” she said. I 
want people to know what we did during 
the war.”

Leqve, 94, said she always has had that 
pride, but she didn’t always have the drive 
to talk about it because she didn’t think 
others were interested. Then her great-
grandson, Tyler Collett, 13, of Northfield, 

A news article from the Sioux Falls Argus Leader

asked. He’s a history buff, and one thing 
led to another until last year when she 
spoke before the Lions Club in Northfield. 
That led to talks in Owatonna and Man-
torville, and finally, recently to her friends 
in the Westfield Court area.

Now, she wants to speak out even more. “I 
would talk to anybody,” she said.

One of the neighbors at a recent talk was 
Mary Gillard, who moved into the unit 
next to Leqve. Her friend mentioned being 
a Rosie the Riveter but didn’t say all that 
much, she said. “That is why a lot of the 
neighbors here didn’t know,” she said.

Leqve said her riveting career began 
because, when she was in high school in 
Aitkin, she wanted to be a nurse. When 
World War II broke out, she realized it 
would take four more years of training to 
be a nurse, but if she worked in a defense 
plant, she could help the war effort im-
mediately. She took a Greyhound bus to 
California to work in Lockheed’s Burbank 
Defense Plant. “It’s a huge, huge plant,” 
she said. She was told she was going to be 
a riveter. To drive the rivets, she would 

get one in dry ice so it would shrink small 
enough to go through a hole in the metal 
that would be part of a B-17’s wing. A 
woman, called a bucker, stood on the 
other side holding a heavy piece of metal 
against it so when Leqve drove it in, the 
other side would mushroom and as it 
warmed, would swell. Because she and 
the bucker were small, they were called 
upon to slide into the tightest parts of the 
wing. She stayed with an aunt and uncle 
and need a ration book to get certain food 
items.

She later was injured and sent home, then 
brought to a huge plant in Utah where she 
did other chores on tail turret machine 
guns. Oddly, she never saw a complete 
airplane and didn’t realize what her work 
was doing.

When the war ended, she and her husband 
Merlin Leqve, moved back to Minnesota 
and eventually to Kasson.

Last year, Leqve got to see a completed 
B-17 when one was flown to Rochester. 
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Charles ‘Bubba’ Braud 781st
James ‘Jim’ Braud

Tom Braud
Charlie Braud

George Hausold 781st
Veni Hausold

Glenn Hausold

Orren Lee 781st
Carole Lee

Roland ‘Ron’ Soucy 781st
Greg Soucy

Rodger Soucy
Cheryl Mobley

 781st
Anna Russell

Suzanne Spain
Bud and Libby Russell

Kennard and Liz Wiggins
Dottie Wassenaar

Mona Hirson
Terri Tiehen

Michael & Julie Deslatte
OS2 Jeremy Deslatte

Ronald ‘Ron’ Horn

Harley Bridger 782nd
Katy Bridger

Constant ‘Connie’ Maffey 783rd
Afra Maffey

Susan Rakfal
Marie Buonforte

Carolyn Buonforte
Leon & Emily Onofre

Harry Fike 783rd
Roger & Cheryl Amhof

783rd
Clarence & Nancy Young

Leo & Becky Meyer
Tom & Ann Tennille

Kay Huston
Mary Fowler Walton 
Lynda Marie Taylor

465th

BG Joint Reunion
Attendance

781st Bomb Squadron Association Business Meeting
October 15, 2016 – 4:00 PM –  The Wyndham Garden Dallas North Hotel, Dallas, TX

Attendees:  Bubba Braud; Charlie Braud; Jim Braud, Tom Braud; Michael Deslatte; George 
Hausold; Mona Hirson; Ron Horne; Carole Lee; Orren Lee; Anna Russell; Greg Soucy; Ron 
Soucy; Dottie Wassenaar; Ken Wiggins; Liz Wiggins.

The 2016 Business Meeting of the 781st Bomb Squadron Association was called to order by 
President Orren Lee.  

There was no secretary’s report since a meeting did not take place last year. 

Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Carole Lee gave the Treasurer’s report. Charlie Braud made a 
motion to accept the report for audit. It was seconded and passed. The report will be filed for 
audit. Auditors are George Hausold, Libby Russell and Liz Wiggins.

Old Business: During the Board Meeting last year in Kansas City some business was discussed 
that needed to be ratified by the General Membership. A motion was made and passed that the 
executive committee be life positions.

The nominated committee members are:
President: Orren Lee
Vice President: Ken Wiggins
Treasurer: Carole Lee
Secretary: Debbie Cherry
Chaplain: Lance McKinnon
Members: Georgia McKinnon
 Don Munce
 Greg Soucy

A motion was made and seconded to ratify the decision. All were in favor.

New Business:  No new business was introduced for discussion.

Other business: Carole gave the 781st Bomb Squadron Endowment Fund Report.  The current 
balance of the Endowment Fund is $19,675.00.The Fund is used for scholarships that are 
awarded. 

Newsletter: The topic of the Newsletter expense was discussed. Currently 140 are mailed 
quarterly.  It is expensive to print and distribute, and the expenses exceed incoming funds. So 
the Newsletter is also reducing the amount in the savings account. Several alternatives were 
discussed: the first was sending out only a digital paper but this was quickly vetoed by the 
attendees; the next option discussed was sending the Newsletter semi-annually with possible 
single page updates sent quarterly if necessary. The group liked this idea and a motion was made 
to move the Newsletter to a semi-annual publication and distribution. The motion was second 
and passed. 

Donations to World War II Museum: Carole will look into sending our History Book and the 
Newsletter to the World War II museum in New Orleans.

A motion was made and carried to continue reunions with the other Bomb Groups. 

Debbie Cherry received a telephone call from Marcel Snyder. He asked her to make sure 
everyone knew he WANTED to be at the reunion this year, but it was impossible for him 
to travel. He is in a medical facility in Florida (Huntington Place, 1775 Huntington Lane, 
Rockledge, FL  32955) Marcel’s phone number is 321-604-4137. He is receiving medicine/
nourishment by a tube and must be there. He misses everyone terribly and hopes you have a 
good reunion. 
 
No other business was presented. The meeting was adjourned by President Orren Lee.
 
— Liz Wiggins, Acting Secretary
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DALLAS REUNION
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DECEMBER 7TH:
National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day

DECEMBER 31, 1946:
The Official End of WWII

The attack on Pearl Harbor (called 
Operation Z by Japanese Imperial 
General Headquarters) was an 
unannounced, unprovoked military 
strike conducted by the Japanese navy 
against the United States Naval Base at 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on the morning of 
Sunday, December 7th, 1941. This attack 
resulted in the United States becoming 
militarily involved in WWII.

It was intended as a preventative action 
to keep the US Pacific Fleet from 
influencing the war the Empire of Japan 
was planning to wage in Southeast Asia 
against Britain, the Netherlands and 
the United States. The attack consisted 
of two aerial attack waves totaling 353 

Including all of the world’s great powers, 
organized into two opposing military 
alliances (Allies and Axis), World War II 
was the most widespread war in history, 
with more than 100 million military 
personnel mobilized. In a state of “total 
war,” the major participants placed their 
entire economic, industrial and scientific 
capabilities at the service of the war effort, 
erasing the distinction between civilian 
and military resources. 

The conflict was marked by significant 
events involving the mass death of 
civilians, including the Holocaust and the 
only use of nuclear weapons in warfare, 
it was the deadliest conflict in human 
history, resulting in between 50 million 
and 70 million fatalities. Casualty’s 
estimates vary, because many deaths went 
unrecorded. Most suggest that about 60 
million people died, including 20 million 
soldiers and 40 million civilians.

aircraft launched from six Japanese aircraft 
carriers.

The attack sank four US Navy battleships 
(two of which were raised and returned 
to service later in the war) and damaged 
four more. The Japanese also sank or 
damaged three cruisers, three destroyers 
and one mine layer, destroyed 188 
aircraft and caused personnel losses of 
2,402 killed, 1,282 wounded. The power 
station, shipyard, maintenance, and fuel 
and torpedo storage facilities, as well as 
the submarine piers and headquarters 
building all were not hit. Japanese losses 
were minimal, at 29 aircraft and five 
midget submarines, with 65 servicemen 
killed or wounded. 

Many civilians died because of disease, 
starvation, massacres, bombing and 
deliberate genocide. The Soviet Union 
lost about 27 million people during the 
war, almost half of all WWII deaths. One 
of every four Soviet citizens was killed or 
wounded. 

Of the total deaths in WWII 
approximately 85% were on the Allied 
side (mostly Soviet and Chinese). Many 
of these deaths were caused by war crimes 
committed by German and Japanese forces 
in occupied territories. 



JACK VAN SLYKE,
December 9, 1921 - 
September 29, 2016.

Jack Van Slyke age 94 of 
North Tonawanda died 
Thursday, September 
29, 2016. Jack retired 

as a major in the United States Air Force 
Reserve. He was an aircraft commander 
serving in the European Theater during 
World War II. He was the recipient of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross and Air 
Medal with three oak leaf clusters. After 
the war he worked as a service manager 
for Keyser Cadillac. He was also a member 
of the Cadillac National Service Managers 
Council. Jack was a member of Third 
Presbyterian Church in North Tonawanda 
where he served as an elder. He was a 
member of the American Legion Post 264 
of the Tonawandas. Beloved husband of the 
late VaNorma (Radloff) Van Slyke; Father 
of William J. (Kristin) Van Slyke of North 
Tonawanda. A memorial service was held 
on Saturday October 22nd at 11 am from 
the Third Presbyterian Church 110 Felton 
Street North Tonawanda. Flowers gratefully 
declined. Memorials may be made to Third 
Presbyterian Church or Niagara Hospice. 

Jack’s son William Van Slyke notified us of 
his father’s death and added the following 
comments, “He was buried with full 
honors, attended by the honor guard from 
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base.  He was 
living in a memory care facility and always 
had two framed photos of his crew on the 
wall of his room.”

FOLDED WINGS
-

Our thoughts and prayers are 
with all our fallen comrades who 

have found everlasting peace. You 
have served your country well. We 

will remember you forever.
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