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After Basic, Harry was sent to Ft. 
Benning to officers training.  I transferred 
to the Army Air Corp. Harry ended up 
getting a bullet in his head. It broke his 
skull but the helmet saved him. A medic 
found him and he survived. He became 
pastor of Hollywood Lutheran Church. 
He went to a fundraiser where Bob 
Hope preformed. Back stage Bob was 
surrounded by reporters and dignitaries. 
Harry in his white clerical collar shouted 
“Bob, thanks for coming to Camp 
Roberts!” Bob looked around and asked 
“Who said that?” Harry raised his hand 
and Bob moved through the crowd to 
him, shook his hand and talked with him 
about the war. 

His church put on a “This is your life, 
Harry Durkee” for the 25th Year of his 
Ordination Celebration. They honored 
me by inviting me to be part of the 
program. I was backstage until my 
turn and he could hear me over the 
loudspeaker “Harry, remember when 
we would buy a Mild and Mellow candy 
bar and go down to the park and divide 
it?” He shouted ‘Orren Lee’ and we had a 
great reunion. 
— Orren Lee

I grew up in Abercrombie, ND.  One 
day, I was about 9 years old, I watched a 
kid that looked no older than me drive 
through Main Street with a trailer hitched 
on his car. I thought I have to get to 
know that kid. It was the son of a new 
Doctor moving to town. That kid, Harry 
Durkee, became my best friend. He was 
a year older but we were together all the 
time. He told me that was the first and 
the last time he drove with that trailer 
on the car. And now the rest of my story 
- - I was in basics at Camp Roberts. Two 
weeks after I got there, Harry, walked 
into my barracks. I was in Company A, 
Harry Company D. Harry was in ROTC 
at the University of N.D. One weekend 
we went to the Hollywood Bowl. The 
feature was Frank Sinatra. I had never 
heard of him. In uniform we got in free. 
It was controversial because the Bowl 
was mostly classical. I remember the girls 
screaming. 

Dear Carole,
I am enclosing a check for two annual 
memberships for me and my sister. We 
are grateful for the work you have done 

– the reunions and newsletters gave 
our dad, Walter Dudley, much pleasure 
through the years.

Kind regards,
June Dudley
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781st BOMB SQUADRON (H)

Part of the 465th Bomb Gp. 15th AF
Italy 1944-1945

Flew 191 Missions over Southern Europe 
dropping thousands of tons of death and 
destruction to the enemy. Shot down 25 

enemy aircraft. Received two Presidential 
Unit Citations in Seven Battle Campaigns.
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Visit Us On Facebook
http://www.facebook.

com/781stBombSquadron

A Ford Airplane - Amazing! This was 6 
months BEFORE Pearl Harbor! Henry 
Ford was determined that he could mass 

produce bombers just as he had done 
with cars, so he built the Willow Run 
assembly plant in Michigan and proved 
it. It was the world’s largest building 
under one roof at the time. This film will 
absolutely blow you away - one B-24 
every 55 minutes . . . and Ford had their 
own pilots to test them.
 
Adolf Hitler had no idea the U.S. was 
capable of this kind of thing.

Ford & B-24 Video

Letter to the Editor

http://www.youtube.com/embed/iKlt6rNciTo?rel=0
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Thursday, October 13th 
Registration and hospitality room open most of the day featuring hors d’oeuvres in the afternoon.  
6:00 PM – Informal Welcome Dinner 
7:00 PM – Mayor’s address and information meeting (if you don’t make the dinner, come to the Mayor’s 
address and information about the weekend) 

Friday, October 14th 
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM - Tour of Cavanaugh Flight Museum with box lunch
2:30 PM to 4:30 PM - Veterans/others presentations 
5:30 PM – Social hour with cash bar. 
6:00 PM – Group dinners

Saturday, October 15th 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM - Sixth Floor Museum, where Lee Harvey Oswald fired on President John F. 
Kennedy
2:00 PM to 4:30 PM - Veterans/others presentations 
5:00 PM – Social hour with cash bar. 
6:00 PM – All Groups Banquet with live entertainment supplied by the trio “Ladies Liberty”

Sunday, October 16th 
9:00 AM – Memorial Service 
12:00 PM to 4:30 PM – Tour of Dallas Holocaust Museum w/holocaust survivor and tour of Dallas.  
6:00 PM – Informal “Farewell Fajita” dinner 

For a more detailed itinerary go to
www.461st.org • 465th Registration Form enclosed

BOMB GROUPS 2016 REUNION – DALLAS, TEXAS

The Wyndham Garden Dallas North Hotel
2645 Lyndon B Johnson FWY, Dallas, Texas 75234.
Call in house reservations direct at 1-972-243-3363.

Mention “Bombardment Groups 2016 Reunion”.

2016 Reunion Hotel
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SNEAK PEEK
The following is an excerpt from the 781st History Book.

October - December, 1944
The bad weather of late September 
continued into October and no combat 
missions could be flown on the first 
three days of the month. The month’s 
first mission was flown on the 4th with 
the target being the Main Marshaling 
Yard at Munich, Germany. Results were 
good and Crews with the following pilots 
took part without loss: Capts. Ashley 
and R. J. Smith, and Lts. Hudson, Lovey, 
Dahl, Mullan, Van Asperen, W. J. Smith, 
Crutcher, McDaniel and Fifield.

Sgt. Walborn noted, “Flying lead ship. 
Anti-aircraft fire hit #2 plane. All we saw 
go down was an engine and a piece of tail 

section. Our hydraulic system was shot 
out so pilot drug tail to get plane stopped 
when we landed. Many holes in fuselage 
and #3 gas tank destroyed. Ran out of fuel 
while taxiing to parking place.”

Sgt. Dalton’s diary read, “Took off about 
7:45 this morning. Went over Munich 
again. It was really rough. I got a scare be-
cause of flak tore a piece of my flak suit off. 
Flak was really bad. I fly with the Colonel 
tomorrow. Hope we don’t go”.

No missions were flown on the 5th or 
6th. On 7 October the Group attacked 
the Marshaling Yard at Ersekujvar (Nove 

Zamky), Hungary. Results were very
good with Crews piloted by Capt. Steners-
en, and Lts. Frazier, Dahl, Hudson, Fifield, 
W.J. Smith, Blakita, Rice, Mullan, McDan-
iel, Lovey and Wilcox participat ing.

Weather precluded missions on 8 and 
9 October and an ineffective sortie was 
flown on 10 October against the S. Dona 
di Piave Highway Bridge in Northern Italy. 
Weather prevented a successful attack by 
Crews with Capt. Stenersen, and Lts. Hud-
son, Wilcox, Gaines, Benson, Crutcher, 
Fifield, and Lovey, all of whom returned 
without dropping their bombs. Also on 10 
October, Capt. Ollie J. Blankenship was 



View from the tail turret.

assigned to the Squadron as a First Pilot 
but without a Crew.

The target for 11 October was the Sauer-
werke or Diesel Plant at Vienna, Austria. 
Bombing was accom plished by means of 
Pathfinder equipment and only one Crew, 
with Lt. Col. Lokker who was the Group 
Leader on this mission, took part from 
the Squadron.

On 12 October, the Stores Depot near 
Bologna, Italy was attacked but the results 
were rather poor. Crews with Capt. 

E Morse, Co-Pilot; 2nd Lt. Donald E. 
Tbomey, Navigator; T/Sgt. Lowell M. 
Lunn, Engineer; Sgt. Leonard J. Gold-
stein, R/O; S/Sgt. C. D. Hudson, Gun-
ner; S/Sgt. Walter Clausen, Gunner; Sgt. 
Pierre J. J. Kennedy, Gunner; and Sgt. 
Harold W. Grant, Gunner.

Lt. Lovey’s aircraft was reported to have 
been hit by flak directly over the target 
and was seen to go down with one engine 
on fire. Three parachutes were seen and 
more men were believed to have jumped 
from the plane.

level flight and his ship was going down.

There was no abandon ship order from 
the Pilot but when Kennedy turned and 
looked back into the waist section he saw 
the Crewmen there hurriedly strapping 
on their parachutes and he knew that he 
had to get out. He managed to exit his tail 
turret and crawl forward to the camera 
hatch in the waist floor in spite of the fact 
that the fire was extending beyond the 
waist windows and the plane was vibrat-
ing wildly and out of control. He was the 
last person out of the waist section.

He did not know what was going on in 
the forward part of the plane until after 
he was captured by the Germans at which 
time he learned from others on the Crew 
that both Pilots were killed but that the 
rest of the Crew had gotten out safely.

After his capture he was sent to Stalag 
#4 at Gross Tychow, Pomerania near 
the Baltic Sea. On 6 February 1945 the 
Germans evacuated this camp as the 
Rus sians approached and thus began an 
86-day, 500 mile forced march during 
which there were starvation diets, bitterly 
cold weather, and no medical attention. 
He eventually was liberated by the British 
2nd Army on 2 May 1945 near Buchen.

Members of the Crew with 1st Lt. George 
Gaines were: F/O Murray A. Knowles, 
Co-Pilot; 2nd Lt. Fran cis R. Clark, Navi-
gator; Sgt. Lewis J. Deslatte, Engi  neer; 
Sgt. Karl Brown, R/O; S/Sgt. Charles R. 
Murray, Gunner; Sgt. Jack W. Smith, 
Gunner; Sgt. Lawrence J. Tiehen, Gunner; 
Sgt. Thomas R. C. McNew, Gunner; and 
S/Sgt. Edward J. Chapin, Gunner.

Stenersen, and Lts. Rice, McDaniel. WJ. 
Smith, Blakita, Dahl, Gaines and Althoff 
took part.

The target attacked on 13 October was 
the Blechhammer South Synthetic Oil 
Refinery near Kosel, Germany. Fair results 
were achieved under difficult weather 
and smoke conditions. Crews with Capt. 
Willett and Lts. Zalk, Wilcox, Hudson, 
Althoff, Crutcher, Gaines and Lovey 
participated, with the latter two failing to 
return from the mission.

Sgt. Walborn’s comments on this mission 
were cryp tic, “We came home on three 
engines, had gas leak, many planes went 
down. This was my last mission.”

Sgt. Dalton noted, ”Got up really early.
Took off about 6:50. Went to Blechham-
mer, Germany. Its the worst target yet. 
Only the Lord brought us through. Lost 
some of the boys. They really messed up 
the forma tions Boy, I’m tired! They say we 
fly again tomorrow”.

Members of the Crew with 1st Lt. Alex-
ander Lovey were: ; 2nd Lt. Raymond 

Pierre J.J. Kennedy, a member of Lt. 
Althoff ’s Crew substituted for another 
Gunner on Lovey’s Crew that day, Friday, 
13 October, flying his 13th sortie. In 1985 
he described what happened.

Kennedy recalled that all went well that 
morning until turning off the IP with a full 
bomb load and just beginning the bomb 
run when Yellow L took a direct hit in the 
gas tanks in the right wing. The plane im-
mediately became 
a flaming fireball.

In his tail turret 
Kennedy hardly 
noticed the burst 
which hit the 
plane. He became 
aware that there 
was a problem 
because the other 
B-24’s in the for-
mation appeared 
to be flying away 
at a crazy angle 
and then he real-
ized that in fact 
the others were in 

Capt. Byron Thompson and Lts. Frank Hylta, ???, Ray Hurd, ???, Bill Wood, “Jocko” 
Roberts, ???, and Leon Werblin enjoy refreshments and company at the Officers’ Club bar.
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Photos from the 781st History Book
Left to Right, Top to Bottom
1. Sign directing to Corps of Engineer’s Unit attached to Group.
 Co. ‘E’, 21st Engr. Avn. Regt. Built and maintained airfield.
2. Group theater with mud. In dry periods the dust looked
 exactly like this.
3. Italian sheepherders and sheep near the landing strip.
4. Squadron living quarters from the Enlisted Men’s mess.
5. Enlisted Men’s Club.
6. Lt. Bill Mulian and casa.
7. ”Bamboo Room” in Enlisted Men’s Club

THANK YOU
Thank you for a donation from Tom Kyle, 781st Veteran.



LEONARD J. GOLDSTEIN,
passed away October 18, 2015. He was a 
man of steel. From the time of the death 
of his father when he was a teen till the 
end of his life, he had a strong sense of 
responsibility toward those close to him. 
He survived being a POW in WWII to 
come home to begin a long and fulfilling 
life with his beloved wife, Gratian, and his 
two daughters Gaylen and Robin. He was 
a successful businessman, an avid boater, a 
seasoned handball player and a contributor 
to many charities. He clung to life with 
tenacity until the end. He will be missed.

FRANCIS H. 
QUAGAN,
90, died Sunday, October 
25, 2015 at home. He 
was the beloved husband 
of Betty-Lou (Fortune) 

Quagan. He was a graduate of the 
Monsignor Coyle High School in Taunton, 
MA, and the Vesper George School of 
Art, Boston. He worked at the George T. 
Metcalf Advertising Company for 17 years 
before forming his own advertising/art 
agency, retiring in 1997. He was a member 
of the Boston Art Directors and the 
Providence Art Directors’ Club and served 
on the board of directors for the Warwick 
Boys Club in its beginning. A WWII Army 
Air Force Veteran, he served with the 15th 
Air Force in Italy, flying 26 missions over 

Germany. He was shot down on his 13th 
mission and after spending a month with a 
Russian family, he returned to fly 13 more 
missions. He was awarded the Purple Heart 
and 3 Air Force Air Medals. His squadron 
(the 781st) received the Presidential Unit 
Citation.

LOUIS J. DESLATTE,
was born December 28, 
1923, in New Iberia to 
the late Felix Deslatte 
and Clarise Broussard 
Deslatte, and was one of 

twelve children. He passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, April 10, 2016, at his residence 
with his family. Mr. Deslatte moved to 
Port Arthur in 1925 and graduated from 
Thomas Jefferson in 1941. He joined the 
Army Air Force in 1942, and served as an 
aerial engineer staff sergeant on a B-24 
crew of the 781st Bombardment Squadron, 
465th Bomb Group, Pantanella Army 
Air Base in Italy. He was shot down over 
Poland and captured by the Germans on 
his 28th mission. As a WW II POW, he 
survived the ninety day, 600 mile Death 
March of Stalag Luft IV. Upon his discharge 
he worked at Texaco refinery as a pipefitter 
and foreman for 40 years. He lived in Port 
Arthur for 50 years and Nederland for 20 
years with stops in Diboll, Lufkin, Tomball 
and the last three years in Montgomery, TX 
with son, Thomas and wife Kristy and her 
mother Margaret Ficker, where he loved to 
maintain the lawn on his professional zero 
radius mower. He coached and managed 
Little League teams of his two sons and was 
devoted to his daughter from first marriage 
to Eunice, enjoyed camping, fishing, 
bowling and playing “friendly” games of 
bouree, poker and dominoes. — Reported 
by his son, Michael.

WALTER W. DUDLEY,
of Franklinville, NY, died 
peacefully Wednesday, 
December 2, 2015 in 
his home where he was 
cared for and comforted 
by his family following 
a long illness. Born on 

April 3, 1925, in East Hamburg, NY, he was 
a son of the late William and Elsie Dudley. 
On October 14, 1961, he married Nellie 
Ellis, who predeceased him on November 
26, 1982. Walt graduated from West Seneca 
High School in 1943 and enrolled in the 
U.S. Army Air Force in 1944. He proudly 
served as a sheet metal engineer in the 
781st Bombardment Squadron in World 
War II where he repaired B-24 planes 
in Italy. He was honored and grateful to 
attend many of the squad reunions until 

FOLDED WINGS


Our thoughts and prayers are 

with all our fallen comrades who 
have found everlasting peace. You 
have served your country well. We 

will remember you forever.
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travel became too difficult for him.In 1949, 
after studying engineering for two and a 
half years at the University of Buffalo, he 
began a career as a cartographer for the 
eastern division of the U.S. Geological 
Survey making topographical maps. As a 
surveyor, he walked many miles, serving 
in over 70 locations from Maine to Florida 
for a few weeks to a few months at a time. 
He settled in the Arlington, VA office 
from 1967 to 1974.In 1974 Walt and Nellie 
purchased Larsons’s Greenhouse and 
Flower Shop in Franklinville where they 
became active members of the community. 
He was a member of the VFW post 9487 
in Franklinville. After Walt’s retirement, 
he spent most of his summers at the 
lake in Pillar Point, NY. A military color 
guard from Ft. Drum participated in his 
funeral. A family friend who works in the 
local state assemblyman’s office created 
this display of Walt’s military medals and 
insignia. 



781st BOMB SQUADRON | 465th BOMB GROUP | 15th AIR FORCE | JUNE 2016

PANTANELLA 
NEWS

781st “PANTANELLA NEWS”
Orren Lee, President

4700 S. Cliff Ave, #308
Sioux Falls, SD 57103


