
Beginning as an Air Force 
Photographer in 1943, Frank Ambrose 
now operates his cameras for our 
Heavenly Father. You see, God looked 
around His garden and found an 
empty place; He then looked down 
upon the earth and saw his tired face. 
He put His arms around him and lifted 
him to rest. God’s garden must be 
beautiful because He always takes the 
best. He knew that he was suffering 
and He knew he was in pain. He saw 
the road was getting rough and the 
hills were hard to climb, so He closed 
Frank’s weary eyes and whispered, 
“Come rest Frank”, and, although it 
breaks our hearts to lose you, we know 

you didn’t go alone, you see - part of 
us went with you the day Our Father 
called you home. 

Gone but never forgotten we feel you 
in the wind, as it gently brushes our 
face. You are in the air we breathe with 
every breath we take. Frank, you are in 
the music that we hear, each and every 
day. You are in the sea shell, as we 
hear it roar. You are with us every step 
of the way. Yes, you are gone but will 
never be forgotten, your memory lives 
on in the songs of the birds and will 
always be in our heart, body and soul, 
with every step we take, Frank, you are 
with us all along the way.  Gone but 

never forgotten, may the Peace of our 
Heavenly Father be with you and your 
Family always…

With Deepest Sympathy,

The Men and Women of the 781st 
Bomb Squadron, the 465th Bomb 
Group, the 55th Bomb Wing of the 
15th Air Force.

— Chaplin Joseph Soucy
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Dear 781st Friends, 
We received a Christmas letter from 
Marcel and Dollie Snyder. Of the two 
founders of the 781st Bomb Squadron 
Association, only Marcel is still living 
and involved and supportive of the 
Association. When he was not in 
attendance at the reunion in New 
Orleans, someone reported that they 
were in Alaska on vacation.  From his 
letter we learned that was in error.  He 
reported that he fell at the end of July 
and two days later was taken to the 
hospital where he had minor surgery 
caused by an infection. From this point, 
it was off to a care center. In October 
he returned to the hospital for another 
surgery for two blood clots (one in each 
knee). A filter was put in the blood vessel 
to prevent blood clots from entering 
the heart and lungs. He returned to the 
care center until November 16th when 
he finally returned home. He still is 
under the care of specialists in several 
fields who come to their home.  I’m sure 
Marcel would appreciate prayers for his 
recovery and get well wishes from his 
friends to the following address:  James 
(Marcel) Snyder, 1706 Independence 
Ave., Melbourne, FL 32940. 

Since preparing this President’s message 
for the newsletter, we have learned of 
the death of Frank Ambrose, our editor.  
Harry Smith’s granddaughter and her 
husband have graciously accepted the 
challenge of preparing the Pantanella 
News for us. We are so grateful. Thank 
you, Georgia and Lance McKinnon. 

— Orren Lee

James Marcel Snyder
1706 Independence Ave.,
Melbourne, FL 32940
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President’s Letter

NOTICE TO ThE 781ST BOMB SQUADRON ASSOCIATION MEMBERShIP:  In keeping with our 
By-laws, President Orren Lee has appointed the Associate Member, Don Munce to temporarily fill the 

vacancy in the Board of Directors created when Frank Ambrose joined the Folded Wings until elections at 
our next General Business Meeting to be held in Branson, MO October 4, 2012. – Debbie Cherry, Secretary

PANTANELLA NEWS  •  MARCH 2012

PANTANELLA NEWS



My husband, Frank Wassenaar and I 
share our thoughts, admiration and 
appreciation for Frank Ambrose. So 
from us we send sympathies to his 
family and friends of this amazing 
man. He was appreciated for his 
generosity of time and talents given 
to the Squadron year after year. It 
is with fond memories of our many 
past reunions shared that I recall 
Frank Ambrose’s gifts of kind words, 
great photographs and interesting 
newsletters so professionally and 
carefully provided and mailed out 
for our eager reading. Our heroes are 
departing. I’m sure we all treasure the 
many happy times together sharing 
memories and stories to cherish 
forever. We reluctantly say goodbye 
to our heroes with a promise to 
always remember their greatness and 
kindness and gifts of enrichment to the 
lives of all of us.  
     
Save me a seat!
— Dottie Wassenaar

Your news of Frank Ambrose’s death 
had to be shared. He did many things 
that benefited us 781st people. I have 
kept most copies of the news and 
am making a collection of issues. 
My family wants the collection. I am 
planning to live until the final News is 
published. What’s more I’m hoping to 
live to a hundred. 

Two thumbs up!
— Roy Byrd

Frank Ambrose will truly be missed. 
My husband, Loren Foote, looked 
forward to receiving the Pantanella 
News. After his health prevented him 
from attending the reunions, you 
could always find the current issue 
of the Pantanella News on the stand 
beside his recliner. I believe we have all 
the issues from the first. 
     
— Marge Foote

My first 781st Bomb Squadron reunion 
was in 2010 in Tampa, Florida, so I 
had only known Frank Ambrose for 
two years.   I will mainly remember 
Frank always having a camera in his 
hand.  He took wonderful pictures 
and documented the reunions so 
nicely!  His website contained much 
history and information about the 
781st Bomb Squadron.  Receiving the 
PANTANELLA NEWS was always a 
treat.  Frank put many hours into this 
newsletter for all of us to enjoy!  He 
and his talent will be missed.

— Debbie Cherry

Tributes 
to Frank

Dottie Wassenaar
Bill Bohney

Roy Byrd
Marge Foote

Debbie Cherry

I was saddened to hear of the passing 
of Frank Ambrose, my condolence to 
his family and all who were associated 
with him. He did a great service to the 
781st and we are truly grateful for his 
fine work.

— Bill Bohney
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We’ve all been touched by the many 
calls and e-mails over the past week, 
and our thoughts and prayers go 
out to our neighbors affected by 
the storms that struck much of the 
Midwest and Southern parts of the 
United States. 

The Branson recovery and rebuilding 
efforts are progressing rapidly, with 
many of the affected businesses 
reopening or scheduled to reopen in 
the coming days. The Strip and other 
area roads are entirely open to traffic, 
and visitors are traveling to and from 

attractions, shows and restaurants 
with only infrequent periods of 
restricted access due to utility
work crews.

Branson is open for business and the 
majority of retailers and restaurants 
at Branson are ready and eager 
to welcome customers.  Major 
attractions such as Silver Dollar 
City, TITANIC Museum Attraction, 
Hughes Brothers Theatre, RFD-TV 
The Theatre, IMAX Entertainment 
Complex, Sight & Sound Theatres, 
Showboat Branson Belle, Tanger 

Outlet Mall and numerous other 
theatres, attractions, lodging 
properties, restaurants and retail 
stores are also undamaged and 
remain open and welcoming visitors 
to Branson. As our community 
recovers from this storm, we 
appreciate more than ever those 
groups who come to stay and play in 
the Live Music Show Capital of the 
World!

— Branson Buzz

Branson is Ready to 
Welcome You

www.flybranson.com
For special airfare rates to Branson check out this website.
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Check in at
ThE

GRAND PLAZA
hOTEL

$87.00 per room
per night plus tax

12:00 p.m.
Hospitality Room

Open...Light Snacks 
Provided

7:00 - 10:00 a.m.
Hot Buffet
Breakfast

7:00 - 10:00 a.m.
Hot Buffet
Breakfast

10:00 a.m.
THE CLAY COOPER 

SHOW
and

LUNCH at
McFarlain’s

Followed by:
VETERANS
MUSEUM

5:00 p.m.
BOARD MEETING

7:00 - 10:00 a.m.
Hot Buffet
Breakfast

9:00 a.m.
BUSINESS
MEETING

6:00 p.m.
GROUP PHOTO

(not part of
package price)

7:00 p.m.
FINAL EVENING 

BANQUET
At Hotel with 

Entertainment

hospitality Room
Open All Day

Afternoon Free

7:00 - 10:00 a.m.
Hot Buffet
Breakfast

ACTIVITY
PACKAGE:

$215.00 Per person

INCLUDES:
Welcome Packet with 

Name Badges

Deli Buffet

Clay Cooper
Show and Lunch

at McFarlain’s

Veterans
Museum

Memorial
Service

Showboat
Branson Belle
Dinner, Show

& Cruise

Final Evening
Banquet with

Entertainment

All Taxes and Most 
Gratuities

Transportation to 
Group Activities
Reunion Website

$16.00 goes back
to association

Depart

3:00 p.m.
MEMORIAL SERVICE

And
THE

SHOWBOAT
BRANSON BELLE
DINNER, SHOW

AND CRUISE

Morning Free

hospitality Room
Open

hospitality Room
Open

hospitality Room
Open &

Evening Free

5:30 p.m.
“WELCOME ABOARD”

Deli Buffet In 
Hospitality Room

www.reunionproregistration.com/781stbombsquadron.htm
The reunion website is up and running.  Check it out at:

781st Bomb Squadron Reunion
 Branson, Missouri • September 30-October 4, 2012

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY ThURSDAY
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During a bombing campaign over Romanian oil fields, hundreds of American 
airmen were shot down in Nazi-occupied Yugoslavia. Local Serbian farmers and 
peasants risked their own lives to give refuge to the soldiers while they waited for 
rescue, and in 1944, Operation Halyard was born. The risks were incredible. The 
starving Americans in Yugoslavia had to construct a landing strip large enough 
for C-47 cargo planes—without tools, without alerting the Germans, and without 
endangering the villagers. And the cargo planes had to make it through enemy 
airspace and back without getting shot down themselves.

— From the back cover of The Forgotten 500

After a sixty-year 
delay, airmen and OSS 
veterans involved in 
Operation Halyard 
present the Legion 
of Merit to Gordana 
Mihailovich, daughter 
of Chetnik leader 
Draza Mihailovich. 
Standing from left to 
right: Clare Musgrove, 
Robert Wilson, George 
Vujnovich, Charles 
Davis, Arthur Jibilian.

American airmen settling in on a C-47 
rescue plane about to leave Pranjane, 
Yugoslavia.

An injured American airman leans on 
a cane while waiting to board a rescue 
plane in Pranjane, Yugoslavia. He and 
the other airmen are using pieces of 
parachute silk as scarves.

The field in Pranjane, a small village 
in central Yugoslavia, that was turned 
into an emergency airstrip for the 
evacuation of Allied airmen in 1944

OSS agent Nick Lalich (left) relaxes 
with Chetnik leader Draza Mihailovich.

American airmen waiting on a farm 
cart used to help transport them from 
one village to another in Yugoslavia.

Allied airmen sleeping in the hay loft 
of a barn in Yugoslavia, hiding from 
German patrols while awaiting rescue.

Photos and captions from
The Forgotten 500 written by
Gregory A. Freeman
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Bartonville and Mary Wenzel of Peoria; 
and two great-grandchildren, Shelby and 
Clayton Archdale. He was preceded in 
death by one brother, Jack; and two sisters, 
Betty Huston and Joyce Hill. He was a 
World War II Army Air Corps veteran, 
attaining the rank of captain. Ray received 
his bachelor’s degree from Illinois State 
University in 1948 and master’s degree 
from Illinois Wesleyan University in 1960. 
He taught physical science and some math 
for 30 years in Pontiac and Tremont. He 
retired from teaching in 1977. He was a 
member of Tremont United Methodist 
Church, where he served several terms as 
president of United Methodist Men. He 
was an avid fisherman and a well known 
harmonica player. His funeral was at 10:30 
a.m. Monday, March 14, 2011, at Davis 
Mortuary in Tremont officiated by  Pastor 
Chet Travis.

RobeRt L. FReeD,
WWII veteran, Robert L. Freed, 87, of 
Meadow Lands, died Saturday, December 
31, 2011, in Washington County Health 
Center, Chartiers Township. He was born 
November 18, 1924, in Pittsburgh, son 
of Joseph and Emma Drexler Freed. Mr. 
Freed was a 1941 graduate of Dormont 
High School and attended the Pittsburgh 
Academy Business School. He was a 
veteran, having served with the 15th 
Air Force, 781st Bomb Squadron, 465th 
Battalion in Europe during World War 
II. Mr. Freed retired in 1989 as credit 
manager for Washington Hospital, where 
he had worked for 15 years. Prior to his 
work at Washington Hospital, he had been 
employed by the former McGraw-Edison 
in Canonsburg for more than 30 years. He 
had been a member of Chartiers Township 
Volunteer Fire Departments since 1971 
and was a member of American Legion 
Post 902 in Houston. Mr. Freed was a 
member of Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal Church in Meadow Lands. On 
November 26, 1949 he married Rose Anna 
Unicek, who survives. Also, surviving 
are two daughters, Sharon Anne Akana 
(Carleton) of Kaneohe, Hawaii and Cynthia 
Louise Freed of Moon Township; three 
grandchildren and a great-granddaughter. 
Mr. Freed will be fondly remembered by 
friends with whom he served in the 781st 
Bomb Squadron, Charles (Bubba) Braud 
and wife Mamie of Thibodauz, LA and 
John Zadrozny and wife Helen of Fairhope.

FRank P. ambRose,
born in 1921, died 
February 21, 2012.  
WWII Veteran, served 
in Intelligence as a 
photographer with 

the 781st Bomb Squadron, 465th Group, 
15th Air Force. Served as Editor of the 
Pantanella News after Harry Carl. He was 
from Gloversville, NY.

DonaLD baRRett
Died 4-17-08 In Palm Harbor, Fl
Received email from Bruce D. Barrett, son. 

eDwaRD Hansen
Died 1-25-12 in Eagle Point, OR reported 
by Jim Hansen.

mURRaY antHonY 
knowLes,
age 91, of Mount Dora, 
FL, passed away on 
Monday, Jan. 30, 2012 
at Edgewater Nursing 
Home in Mount Dora, 
FL. Murray was born 

in Camden, NJ on August 18, 1920, third 
son of late Harry Gill Knowles and Mary 
Margret (Nellie) Talbot. Murray was the 
widower of Dorothy Ross Knowles. Murray 
was a Lieutenant serving in the Army Air 
Corps from 1942 to 1945. Stationed in Italy 
flying the B-24 Liberator assigned to the 
781st Bomb Squadron, 465th Group, 55th 
Wing of the Fifteenth Air Force, Murray 
flew 18 missions before being shot down on 
Friday, Oct. 13, 1944 over Tuchow, Poland. 
Murray spent nine months in Prisoner-
of-War camps before being liberated by 
Patton’s army. After WWII military service, 
Murray’s professional career saw him as 
a Marketing Manager for Weyerhaeuser 
Corporation until he and his wife Dorothy 
retired to Lake County, Mount Dora, FL 
in 1977. Throughout his life he enjoyed 
working with young people and was proud 
of his past service as a Boy Scout Troop 
Leader as well as his involvement with local 
Kiwanis young adult programs. Murray is 
survived by many nieces and nephews. He 
will be greatly missed by family and friends 
and will be remembered as a creative, fun 
loving, caring Gentleman who was always 
willing to give a helping hand to someone 
in need. Memorial services were held at 
Allen J. Hardin Funeral Home in Mount 
Dora, Florida on Friday, Feb. 3, 2012. 

RaY U. tYLeR,
94, formerly of Tremont, 
passed away at 10 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 8, 2011, 
at Apostolic Christian 
Restmor in Morton. He 
was born Jan. 10, 1917, 
in Divernon to Charles 
and Flora Ulbrich 
Tyler. He married 

Beatrice “Bea” Dragna on July 14, 1943, 
in El Paso, Texas, and she passed away 
on Nov. 19, 1997. Surviving are one son, 
Tim (Teresa) Tyler of Bloomington; one 
daughter, Deb (Bob) Wenzel of Peoria; 
two granddaughters, Katie Archdale of 

Hi Orren & Carole,
 Thanks so much for sending the letter 
regarding Frank.  I’m sure he’ll be sorely 
missed, as all those who have passed are. I 
wish to discontinue the Newsletter.  For me 
it was an opportunity to attend one of the 
Annual gatherings and find out more about 
the 781st.  My cousin Raymond Morse a 
co-pilot who sacrificed his live along with 
pilot Alexander Lovey to save the lives of 7 
others.  That opportunity afforded me to be 
able to meet 2 men who were alive because 
of it, Walter Clausen & Pierre Kennedy.  I’ll 
never forget them for sharing some time 
with me.
 
Sincerely,
Jon Tallman

Our thoughts and prayers are 
with all our fallen comrades who 

have found everlasting peace. You 
have served your country well. We 

will remember you forever.

In the list of Attendees at the 2011 781st 
Reunion it looks like Leonard Emmel is 
part of Ray Cauble’s family. Somehow 
in transferring the document to the 
Pantanella News the bold print disappeared 
and it was indented. Our apologizes to 
Leonard and his family, Lenora Simmons, 
Deborah Parisi, Sandra Conrad and 
Christine Frezza.
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